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Abstract  Salix species is one of the frequent tree species which can be 
found in the streets and green spaces of Timisoara. There is nearly no park in 
the town where you cannot find this species in greater or smaller numbers, 
especially on the river banks, near the Bega river. In was always very 
common on the streets of the town, probably because it grows quickly and 
seedling are not very expensive. It is never used for rows on the sides of the 
streets, but can still be found in many streets and yards. Generally speaking 
willows  are a usual presence in the green spaces of Central Europe, 
especially because of their specific outlook.   
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Salix  genus 

Willow, Osier, Sallow 

This genus includes about 300 species of deciduous 

trees, shrubs and subshrubs mainly from cold and 

temperate regions in the northern hemisphere.  There 

are also different varieties and hybrids. The fast-

growing but relatively short-lived trees are the most 

widely grown. They are largely grown for their timber 

lately especially for bio-energy. Their shoots are used 

in osieries, and their strong suckering habit, which aids 

soil retention. Willow bark was the original source of 

aspirin. The leaves are usually bright green, lance-

shaped and narrow. The flowers, which are borne in 

fluffy catkins, are conspicuous in some species, 

appearing before or with the new leaves; male and 

female catkins are usually borne on separate trees, they 

are dioecious species.   

Cultivation: These frost-hardy plants do best in areas 

with clearly defined seasons and prefer cool, moist soil 

with sun or part-shade. Propagation is from seed or 

cuttings in either winter or summer, or by layering. 

They are vulnerable to attack by caterpillars, aphids 

and gall mites as well as canker-causing fungal disease.  

Salix babylonica  

Weeping willow, Babylon weeping willow  

Probably the most widely grown and recognized 

willow, this Chinese and Iranian species grows to about 

15m, high and wide. The narrow, bright green leaves, 

8-15cm long, densely cover flexible, arching branches 

that often droop right down to ground level. The 

catkins are insignificant. ‘Crispa’ has twisted leaves 

and a narrow growth habit. Salix babylonica var. 

pekinensis ‘Tortuosa’ has lance-shaped, serrated leaves 

that turn from bright green to yellow in autumn. In 

Timisoara you can find other species as: white willow, 

crack willow, goat willow, oiser willow, purple osier, 

sand willow, matsudana willow, which originate in 

China and Coreea and usually is you can find tortuosa 

form.  

Justitiei Park (Park of Justice) is situated in the center 

of Timisoara, near the town hall, in an area surrounded 

by large boulevards and on one part by the river Bega. 

The park has nice old trees of different species, while 

the grassy areas are smaller in size. There some 

monuments too. The total surface of the Salix 

matsudana tree crowns is 65m
2
. There are 7 individuals 

belonging to this species in the park. Their ages of the 

trees are between 20 and 40 years. Their average height 

is 14m. The diameter of the tree crowns is between 5 

and 7m. There are 9 Salix babylonica trees in the park. 

The total surface of the Salix babylonica tree crowns is 

340m
2
. The height of the trees is between 6 and 10m. 

The diameter of the tree crowns is between 5 and 8m. 

The trees are situated mainly in the neighbourhood of 

the Hydroelectrica Faculty building, near to the river 

bank.   

Copiilor (Childrens) Park is situated in Timisoara on 

the bank of the river Bega near the center of the town.  

It has nice old trees of different species and used to 

have playgrounds for children.  There are 58 Salix 

babylonica trees in the park. They are aged between 30 

and 80 years. The height of the trees is between 8 and 

12m. The diameter of the tree crowns is between 4-

12m. The total surface of the tree crowns is 1795m
2
. 

There are also 13 Salix matsudana trees in the park. 

They are aged between 20 and 60 years. The height of 

the trees is between 10 and 18m. The diameter of the 

tree crowns is 6 to 9m. The total surface of the tree 

crowns is 302m
2
. The Salix trees are located in 

different parts of the green space, but all are near the 

Bega Chanel, mainly on the river bank.  

Centrul Civic (Civic Center) Park, is situated in the 

center of Timisoara, behind Bega Store House. The 

green space appeared forty years ago, when the region 

was rebuilt after the demolition of an old building. 
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There are no Willow trees in this green area. Civic 

Center Park is rather a transit area than a place where 

people come to walk in their free time.   

Alpinet Park is situated on the bank of the river Bega, 

in central town. It is not a great green space, but it has a 

nice design, and contains many species of trees and 

shrubs.  There are 2 Salix babylonica individuals in the 

park, and 1 Salix matsudana. The total surface of the 

tree crowns is 170m
2
. The trees are aged between 40 

and 60 years. The height of the trees is 12 to 16m. The 

diameter of the tree crowns is between 6 and 8m.  

The willow trees can be found in the central part of the 

town on the river banks. They are between the most 

common species in Timisoara. Salix trees have 

ecological and esthetic value. The trees can be seen in 

poorer areas and in the outskirts, as well as in central 

parts of the town.  

Central Park, (Parcul central) is probably the oldest 

park in Timisoara, with a history of 150 years. It is 

situated in the center of the town near the orthodox 

cathedral. Its central part is geometrical and 

monumental, while the rest is more natural. There are 

statues, flower beds, fountains and pergolas in the park. 

4 Salix matsudana trees exist in the park. 

The total surface of the tree crowns is 155m
2
. The trees 

are aged between 20 and 40 years. The average height 

of the trees is 11m. The diameter of the tree crowns is 

between 5 and 7m. The trees are situated mainly near 

Bul. Republicii, which is bordering the park. 

 

Results and Discussions 

 

The species of Salix genus are an important species, 

present in many green spaces of Timisoara. The trees 

contribute a lot to the outlook of certain urban areas. 

There are trees which are old and have a great visual 

and ecological value, while others are younger. The 

species is present in many important parks of 

Timisoara, and can be found in many streets also. Their 

number and importance are variable. The individuals 

are sometimes concentrated near building or streets, 

where have been planted years ago with a special 

purpose, and sometimes can be found in rows along 

river banks. The study shows that they are present in 

nearly all green spaces, in variable numbers, disposed 

in little groups or isolated. The presence of Salix trees 

in greater numbers is connected to the presence of 

water. Willow trees traditionally belong to the usual 

sight of Central European towns. The plants adapt 

relatively easily in different conditions, but like mostly 

wet soil and the presence of water.  Willow trees are 

remarkable because they are suitable for the Bega 

Chanel banks outlook, in central Timisoara.  

 

Conclusions 
 

1. Salix genus  trees are present in nearly all the 

parks of Timisoara, in greater or smaller 

numbers, as well as on many streets. Still we 

must observe that the species is less present in 

the central parks of the town which are not 

situated on the river banks.  

2. The trees have ages up to 80 years and 

according features, but mainly are younger. 

They have ecologic and esthetic value.  
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Salix babylonica L. 

 
 

 


